Let’s help
protect our
dolphins

By BESS HILLYARD
TFL Mernbership Otficer

n March this year Trees For

Life hosted a Port Eiver
Diolphin Cruise, on the Dolphin
Fzplorer. Daring this mermber
event not only were we were
lueky to see several dolphins,
but we also got to learn about
the plight of dolphins and other
aquatie anitnals from guest
speaker and president of the
Australian Marine Wildlife
Reszearch and R eacue
Crganization (AMWEERO),

A aron Machado,

AMWEEQ was launehed
in February thiz yvear after
running as Project Dolphin
Safe. Project Dolphin Safe was
eatablizhed in 1993 az 2 result
of the senseless killing of =i
bottl encse dolphins in the
Fort Eiver. The organization
foeused on protesting the
Port Eiver dolphin population
and habitat by patrolling the
river, attending to animal
emmergencies, deaning up their
erwircnrment , revegetating
and edueating the eorerunity.
FProject Dolphin Safe later
aligned with 84 Seabird Eescue
and together they worked
toprotect a wide range of
anirmals ineluding birds, turtles,
dolphinz, seals and sea lions.

A=z Aaron spoke about the
dangers facing anirmals not only
in the Port River, but other SA
wat ers alao, it became clear
that hurmans are responsible
for rany imuries (and even
deaths) that eould be awoided.
Ore of the main threata to
wildlife iz contaet with rmaterials
zsuch as fishing equipment and
dizearded plasties. Mot only
does wildlife ingest plastic bags,
fizshing line and deathly sharp
hoolks, but they often beeome
entangled. Can you believe that
the organization has rescued
one particular pelican from
entanglerments seven tirmes!

Another threat is feeding
wildlife. Thiz is a problem
beeauze it ereates an unnatural

diet, and can actually make
an anirmzl sick, Feeding bread
toducks, for exarmple, can
actually cansze fatty turrors
todevelop as ducks are
naturally herbivorous. The
organization alao carme across
a rmermber of the publie feeding
besf and pork to a 'reseued’
penguin (I have never heard
of a penguin naturally eating
eows and pigs, have vou?).

We are lneky in Adelaide
tolive so elose to dolphins,
zeabirds and other amatic
anirnals. Ways that we can help
protect them is to rake sure
that we dispose of our litter
responsibly, to never leave
fishing equiprment unatt ended,
and to adiire wildlife from
a zafe distanee — allowing
therm torermain wild'.

For more inforration pl ease
WiSit WIS AT T Org, A

I wone fdfe fo draw some
pastures of dolphaes or ofher
wildiyfe please sevd them
s o we of Kuos Brarech!
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